
Chop!

1) On the next page there are several paragraphs from a non-professional 
review of Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time. 

Without losing the essential meaning, decide what could be discarded.  
Whole sentences?   Inessential words?  Repetitions?

2) Have a go at re-writing this using approximately half the original number of 
words.

** You might want 
to compare your 
edited version with 
another student’s 
to see whether 
you made similar 
choices or not.

INDEPENDENT STUDENT EXERCISE



Many great books have successfully been adapted into good fi lms, books 
such as Schindler’s Ark, Mario Puzo’s The Godfather and Mien Kampf, which 
became the focal inspiration of German classic  ‘Downfall’. 

The latest book to join this queue is Mark Haddon’s children’s classic, a fi rm 
favourite with adults and children, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the 
Night-time.

An incredible effort all round from the creative team behind the production 
of the piece, particular kudos goes to the technical and sound team, with 
them producing what has to be described as a sheer aesthetic spectacle on 
such a modest budget. 

It blew my mind with all aural effects blasting into the eardrum and giving 
the feel of what it is to be a young autistic man in the tough modern 
world, and any visual effects, which what can be only described as that of 
a sci-fi  geek’s dream, helping us see the world through the eyes of young 
Christopher.

On to the topic of Christopher; the young autistic protagonist of the story, 
played by the pure electric Luke Treadaway, who is quickly becoming one of 
the most exciting young prospects on the British theatre scene. Treadaway’s 
controlled and pragmatic performance, yet abundant in energy, fuels the 
entire play, scene by scene and overshadows the admittedly questionable 
acting of some of the other members of his cast, who I thought were 
somewhat boring. 

It must also be mentioned that Treadaway kept true to the character of 
Christopher, the Christopher of the novel, however it is clear that his sharp, 
dynamic approach adds a quirky but awkward twist to Christopher, which 
does resonate clearly with his crowd, receiving a resounding standing ovation 
for what was a truly barnstorming attempt. 

Three cheers and 5 stars for Luke and the creative team.
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